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May 26, 2021 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
With the coronavirus pandemic subsiding and Gov. DeWine revoking pandemic protocols, the Bishops of 
Ohio have reinstated the obligation to participate in Mass on Sundays and Holy Days. Many of our 
parishioners have returned to Mass already. I look forward to seeing many more of you returning to Mass. 
 
The Church teaches that Catholics are obliged to participate in Mass on Sundays (or the Saturday evening 
Vigil Mass) and Holy Days as the fitting response of disciples of Jesus Christ who fulfill the Third 
Commandment: Keep holy the day of the Lord. On the eve of his death, Jesus gave his disciples his disciples 
his very Body and Blood. He then commissioned them to “Do this in memory of Me.” Though livestreamed 
Masses have been a great blessing to those who have not been able to participate in Mass in person, it is 
not a substitute for being there in person. It does not fulfill one’s obligation after June 2nd. 
 
So what will look different at a St. Peter’s post-pandemic Mass? 

 
 Masks will no longer required. People may choose to wear a mask. We will have masks available. 

However, they are no longer mandated after June 2nd. 
 
 Seating will no longer be restricted. All pews will be open. The pews in the Little Angels Room will also 

be available for parents with children who are becoming a bit fidgety. 
 
 Our song books with the regular Mass readings will be returned to the pews. 
 
 Holy water will be in the holy water fonts at the doors of the church. 
 
 Confessions will be back in church on Fridays after the 8:15 AM Mass and on Saturdays from 3:30-4:30 

PM. 
 
 The offertory procession will be reinstated. 
 
Some things will remain in place after the pandemic: 
 
 The collection baskets will remain at the doors of the church. The ushers will bring them up to the altar 

area with the people bringing up the gifts of bread and wine. Again, we encourage people to sign up 
with Faith Direct online giving. And I am grateful for your support of our parish this year! 

 
 The Sign of Peace will resume However, it will be without touching, with the exception of those in 

one’s own household. 
 
 The reception of Holy Communion is still encouraged in the hand. However, it is still permitted on 

tongue. The person distributing Holy Communion will sanitized their fingers only if there is physical 
touching. 

 
 For the sake of our homebound brothers and sisters, livestreaming of the 10:00 AM Mass on Sundays 

and the 8:15 AM Monday through Saturday will continue. 

 
 



 
The Eucharist is the Source and Summit of our lives as Catholics. When the early Church was still under the 
domination of the Roman Empire, Sundays were the first day of the week and just another work day. However, 
these early Christians were also early risers! They would attend the Eucharist at 6:00 AM or so and then go to work. 
Someone asked them, “Why do you do that?” One person answered, “We cannot live without the Eucharist.” 
 
Jesus said, Unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you do not have life within you. Whoever 
eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life and I will raise him on the last day. For my flesh is true food and 
my blood is true drink. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me and I in him. Just as the living 
Father sent me and I have life because of the Father, wo also the one who feeds on me will have life because of me. 
(John 6:53-56) 
 
The Lord has brought us through this period of trial. And He will continue to bring us through all difficulties. Let us 
express our gratitude and dependence on Him by coming to Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation. Let us: 
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Sincerely in Christ, 
 
 
 
Fr. Bob Franco 
 

 
CATHOLIC CONFERENCE OF OHIO 

The Bishops of Ohio Announce the Lifting of the Dispensation from the Obligation to attend Holy Mass 
on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation - May 13, 2021 

  

An excerpt from the Bishops` Letter: 
(The complete statement of the Bishops of Ohio can be found at www.ohiocathconf.org) 

 
Together, the Bishops of Ohio have decided that the general obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of 
Obligation (including the Saturday/Vigil Mass) is to be reinstated (CIC, can. 1247). This will take effect in each of the 
Dioceses of Ohio the weekend of June 5-6, 2021. As has always been the case, those who have a serious reason are 
exempt from attending Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2181). This 
includes those who are ill, have significant health risk factors or care for someone who is immuno-compromised or 
ill, as well as those who have significant fear or anxiety of contracting the coronavirus in a large group of persons. 
Nevertheless, these persons should observe the Lord’s Day (CIC, can. 1247) and are encouraged to spend time in 
prayer on Sunday, meditating on the Lord’s passion, death and resurrection; an appropriate way to do this is 
through viewing a broadcast of the Sunday Mass. Masses that are broadcast through various media 
are not intended as a substitute nor do they fulfill the obligation for the persons who are able to gather for a 
Sunday celebration and other Holy Days of Obligation. Instead, they are intended for the sick, home-bound, the 
imprisoned, etc., who are unable to attend Mass in person. Kindly consult your pastor with any specific questions 
regarding the obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation. 
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